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I am enclosing correspondence from numerous constituents of
mine, who are quite concerned about and opposed to proposed rule
MM9.'7_=-_1_82 __by__ t..he_Federal Communications Commission, which would
preempt state and--loc-ar-zonTri.g-and-Tana-us-e-rest-:fict:~ons()11t.Ire---------------­

siting, placement and construction of broadcast station
transmission facilities,

i sharet:he:l.rc'onEern-'over-t.'he-- p6EenriaT1T'tiegat..i. Vc::-ilLltiii"ct:-------·---­

of this rule on local airports and governments and ask that you
consider their views in your agency's on-going comment and review
period. I am aware that the public comment period ended November
1, 1997 I J:)ut-r-'understancf 'tha,t'" 'fur"th~r review will -ehten-d-thrm:1~-h

December, at whlch time you and the Commissioners will begin your
consideration.

::c w6uTd~-appfeciaEe--Y6u:tu Cil:iBist'-cL1iCe"iil-respond-ing to my---------------­
constituents, as well as being apprised of the Commission's
decision regarding this proposed change. Thank you .
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The Honorable Thad Cochran
United States Senate
326 Russell Office Building
W~hingt,Qn.;,DC,1,1151n

Re: Federal Communication Commission
NPRM Docket: MM97-182

Dear Senator Cochran:

We have notified the Federal Communications Commission by the
~nc).,Q,~,e.4 J~~t.~l:" ....!-h~t.~~J!PQr~-J:3iloxi Re.g.~o.nal, !-iI:'.p~~~_~utho::~~r .._.._... ,..
strongly opposes this rule change~ . -

To sunnnarize I FCC proposes to preempt airport and local
government review of aeronautical obstructions (tall towers)
relatea'to the new digital television (DTV) system propo·se(rIofl:.ne
Nation. However, the proposed new time constraints and automatic
approval process threaten to negatively impact our airport capacity
and the future of safe and efficient air commerce in the Nation.
'As'·se'i'ious";the'iiile"woi1.ra "sKitt 'new"costsonto'-U:s"as an 1Ifi:tundea-'-'--' ....
mandate, and further alter the burden of proof to weigh heavily on
airports and local government rather than maintain a public private
sector balance.

For these reasons, the Gulfport-Biloxi Regional Airport
Authority asks that you urge rejection of this proposed rule.

"Pl'e-a-se'~'e-t-UlJ-knOtirif' 'y'ou'need"further -information,and·than'k
you for your Bupport.

Sincerely,

GULFPORT-BILOXI REGIONAL
AIRPORT AUTHORITY

-',~/c~f-k'fL. ._----,---_....._.._-_..

G.B. Werby, Chairman

GBw/cw

Enclosure

14035-L Airport Road· Gulfport, MS 39503.601 863-5951 • fa~: 601 863-5953
website: http://www.gulfcoast.org/gp\ • e-mail: gpt@gulfcoas\.org
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Office of Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Wash11)9~()I1·__Dg_4g,.55-4

REFI Docket #97-182

- .~_.-~~----_._~--

~----'---"--"------- ----------~--~--"".---

I am writing in regard to the notice of proposed rule making
on the Preemption of State and Local Zoning and Land Use
Restrictions ont~~_§;i.J;j,1l9-_~la~~-me-p.t.e-f-e.:-o-adCCl$~Sr.-af,lon -- -----­
TI-afi~rmYsslon---'aci 1ities.

I am very much against any rules which allow the preempting
of local and state rules. This is against the intent of our
constitution in the separa~;i,QtLof_f~d~ral ~nd 6t.at.e power~-

As the propose<:('change suggests. the broadcast industry will
be given the right to do whatever they please to site their DTV
towers and other displaced broadcasting towers. I don't feel that
this would be fai r as it seems _tDg!.... thiLfederal-;c--veJ:ITl\len"C --ls-.-·a'(-----~-------

t.h~-~pejTs~oftne-TocaI-and-_;tatecitizens. supporting the very
industry the FCC is supposed to re9ulate. The claim that the
broadcaster can't meet the deadline is not to me a valid reason
to take away the rights of local a!.ULstQt,~ ~~'!~rn=~nt. ~L'"~guJ.a~-~-~---­

the--u-5~--oftl;::i-lat\Ci.-:-rt-..Is~Riyopi~ion that it there is a problem
it is with the deadline. DTV is not something that is essential
to life. Why do we even have to force the transition to DTV? I
think the FCC should si,)end more t!!\\~.?~xe.gu.lar~.i-rlg-.-t,h-e----eorct-erLt-..on .~-----~ .. ­
t...he----'3-*ist.i-ng-broaac:a-st.-,.-V.--The-poor que-li ty standards of content
and the obscenity that is allowed to be broadcast is of greater
importance than changing the broadcast standards. I don't want to
have to go out and buy a new TV just to recejv~the5al'le p-ovr- --~_.---~.--._..

. qU,i;l.l i't¥--'!'V- -i.. ··a Tle w-c;fuaITty-form-at:--
I also ~ave a real concern with this ruling. It will help

prevent avi' ~on interests from controlling where towers are
placed in "_spect to airports and airway_s._T.heT~-~~---m-a~---'-----~'~-'~

. airp.(L~~-.--i~--t:he--c;uufiLrY'-wno-fiav-e-trIed-hard to control the
placement of towers that will affect the use of their airport.

I know of small airports that are unable to have a useful
instrument approach procedure because ofe~.:i_!3t;,.ing.-t.aLl--~~----=H------------.__.-

_Wl!.--U,.lo.w--e.as-i-n-g:---e-!-..l..:-vcd.-r-anaift'ate-control the new towers will
restrict further efforts of airports to improve their instrument
flight rule capabilities. This is a very critical issue now in
aviation as the FAA is moving to provide satell1,te base.d------------ -------



, .
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-------,- .....-~ .....~---~~- -'----- -- ~---_._ ..__._---- -- - ---

_ • ~-- __- __ .~_~~ _~-. _._ ~. T -- ___

na vi gat i on th ro uqh__ GP.-S_-S-a-!-ellite-s .'l'he -us-t: - u-fGPS-tor-en route
ancCtermiri-iiTapproach navi gat ion wi 11 allow any airport with the
required airspace clearance to have an instrument approach as
good as any major airport in the country. If that community can't -----
have a lI\eans of contrQJ.1J.j)-Q-_cJe_'!-e-!-9~e-nta-roun-u~Linriralrportthey-~---
wiIT-To5e--thefuir-c~pabllityof that airport.

There can be a simple solution to this problem. Extend the
deadline for DTV services to begin. If there is a siting problem
with an ind i v id ua 11:2~03~9ga.sj;.e.r.. - s-i!'!p,l~';-i'''<; that firllf2ffi---------------­
ext:ensYol1-to-complete the work. With just this bit of simple
logic the situation can be handled without taking away the rights
of the states and local governments to control their regulations.

Thanking you _for yOllr co_osiderat!-Onin- this regc:rn:t:---rliTS--ls---­
aTI -tJifp-trttant ch-ang-eand it should be very carefully considered.

Sincerely,

----~Dl "A

Clinton B. ~~~j!
Director of AVi;\tioJ}/

CBP/je

cel senator Thad Cochran
~na.-tOL T-rent:-L6tt
Congressman Mike Parker

------~--------------
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I am enclosing correspondence from numerous constituents of
mine, who are quite concerned about and opposed to proposed rule
.MM9.'I.:-_182 ..by.~th~fE:c1g~_C3.L~CJ!flmunications Commission, which would
preempt state and local zonrng~and Tana-use-restfic1:ions--orr--we---"-­
siting, placement and construction of broadcast station
transmission facilities.

ishare--fheir -conc'ern-over~t'ne-f)6'feritTallytieg'-Gft:Tve-ilUt-'arr-~------ .---­
of this rule on local airports and governments and ask that you
consider their views in your agencyls on-going comment and review
period. I am aware that the pUblic comment period ended November
1, 1997, buf-r··tinderst.ancf 'thci-t""fur't:.her review will -e:h.tc::nd-t-hro-ugh
December, at WhlCh time you and the Commissioners will begin your
consideration.

~ - --
I wouTcr'appreciaYe your a::>E.l:::;U1-ilCe in Tespond±-ng to my-------------

constituents, as well as being apprised of the Commission'S
decision regarding this proposed change. Thank you .
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